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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Annual Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Monday 18  


June 2018 at SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.



PRESENT:


Chairman: Cllr Ian Sayers

Councillors:



E Law-Riding 
 C Milne     D Royal    G Rollinson



16

APOLOGIES
FOR ABSENCE




Were received from Cllrs A Brown and J Dickinson..



17

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations.
18

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mrs Rebecca Bradshaw raised an issue in relation to parking within the village. With an average of 2 cars per household and an increasing number of vans the streets in the centre of the village are becoming increasingly congested. It is fast becoming difficult to park near our homes, a particular difficulty for the elderly and those with young families. In her view congestion could be reduced by those with a second vehicle or van purchasing an annual Ribble Valley parking permit. This would not only allow parking on the Pope Croft car park but also other long term parking areas throughout the Ribble Valley. To publicise the issue she was minded to undertake a leaflet drop throughout the village and would be grateful for the support of the Parish Council to this initiative. 

Cllr Sayers thanked Mrs Bradshaw for her statement and said that this was a topic that featured regularly both in correspondence and at council meetings. Ribchester may be picturesque but the layout of its streets had more in common with Roman times than with the age of the car. The crux of the matter is that there are just too many cars for the space available and for that reason he fully sympathised with her views. 
Members expressed a willingness to support the initiative and suggested that it might help if any leaflet drop was coordinated with the local support group ‘Nextdoor Ribchester’. Members also agreed to contribute towards the cost of producing leaflets for the initiative.
19

MINUTES



The Minutes of the meetings held on 8 May 2018 were approved as a correct record 


and signed by the Chairman.
20

MATTERS ARISING

Minute 10(2): Clerk reported that agreement had been reached on the insurance arrangements for the current financial year following the withdrawal of AON UK from local government insurance. A policy had now been negotiated with Aviva Insurance through BHIB Insurance Brokers. The new policy was an enhancement on the existing policy and the cost £383 was some £93 less than the old policy.
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21

PLANNING

(a)
Chairman reported on recent decisions of the Planning Committee of the Borough 



Council including applications delegated to the Chief Executive.

(b)
Council considered a report on planning applications dealt with during the interval 



between meetings.

‘No Objection’ comments had been submitted in respect of the following applications
3/2018/0328: Application to extend single storey lean to roof along rear of property and adjoin existing workshop to create a porch the full width of the property and repositioning the back door at rear of property to sit under the proposed porch. An addition of three roof lights to rear of property, two on an existing single storey lean to extension and one on the second storey roof at 28 Water Street.

3/2018/0335: Various roof repair works at White Bull, Church Street. [Listed Building Consent].

3/2018/0389: Outline application with all matters reserved for one new dwelling within existing curtilage at Moon Cottage, Fleet Street Lane.

3/2018/0408: Removal of existing boundary fence and hedge and extension of curtilage into adjacent agricultural land. New post and rail boundary fence to be erected around extended garden area at Yew Tree Farmhouse, Preston Road.

 3/2018.0479: Replacement of existing conservatory using existing footprint and stone walling with a new pitched roof. Replacement windows and roof to existing single storey wrap-around extension at 74 Church Street.
22

ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED:
(a)
That the following payments be made:



Clerk
Clerical services (May/June) 
£278.70
Imprest Reimbursement £43.00




£321.70


SS Peter & Paul PC; meeting fee 




£  25.00

Mr T Rainford: Internal Audit duties 2017/2018


£120.00

HMRC: PAYE for period to 5 July




£208.40
(b)
That the action of the Chairman in agreeing the following payments between meetings be endorsed

BHIB Insurance







£382.91

SS Peter & Paul PC; meeting fee 





£  25.00

(c).
 Clerk reported receipt of following income::


Annual interest 2017/2018






£ 9.51



Allotment rents








£ 25.77

23

INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2017/2018


Councillors considered the report of the internal auditor for the financial year 2017/2018 


 No items were raised 
for further consideration.

RESOLVED:   That the Report be accepted
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24

MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPAL COUNCILS



1.
Village Issues



Council discussed issues in relation to the Black Bull development site; the proposed review


of dog initiatives by the Borough Council and feedback on the village Field Day. 



.


2.
LCC: Consultation on issues relating to the funding of Community Transport
Members considered the papers relating to a County Council consultation on proposed cuts to the Community Transport Budget. After debate:
RESOLVED
That the following response be forwarded to the County Council as representing the views of the Parish Council.

1. Despite much evidence to the contrary the pervading view tends to be that people living in rural areas are wealthy. This view masks the fact that ‘real hardship’ exists with the elderly who are generally the hardest hit by social isolation and the inability to access suitable services.

2. Rural deprivation often centres on such isolation to the extent that Public Health England [PHE] defines isolation in terms of the availability of local services. In recent years a number of essential services have begun to retreat from rural areas and in some cases withdrawn altogether. A particularly apt example is Ribchester, which has over the years lost all of its shops bar one, its bank and doctor’s surgeries. In consequence there has been an increase in social isolation and loneliness, predominantly but not exclusively, among the elderly. 

3. In addition to the failure of local service providers to meet local needs  rural areas have the most expensive energy and transport costs alongside the lowest broadband connections in Europe. The only mitigating factor in this toxic mix is the availability of community transport that allows some measure of independence for its users.

4. There may well be valid financial reasons for seeking to reduce the cash budget for community transport. But this does not outweigh the arguments in favour of carrying on and certainly should not be carried out at the expense of the most vulnerable members of society.

25
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING


Chairman reported on the 2018 Annual Parish Meeting held on the 4 June.
26
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING


Agreed that the next meeting of the Council would be held at SS Peter & Paul Parish Centre on Monday 16 July at 7.30pm



There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.45pm.
Confirmed as a true record





_________________________   Chairman





_________________   Date                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

